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Packaging for recycling

The website
The website brings together best practices by the Extended Producer

Responsibility Alliance (EXPRA) membership as well as information on

how to best reduce the environmental impact of packaging while

optimising its resource efficiency.

The toolkit particularly covers the most-frequently used materials for

packaging.

The Packaging for Recyclability website (www.packaging4recycling.eu)

provides a dynamic online information tool aimed at allowing users to

self-assess the recyclability of packaging and a roadmap based on

specific recyclability critical control points.

RECYCLABILITY CONTROL POINTS
• Design

• Labelling

• Collection

• Sorting

In many cases, a product’s packaging is composed of different

materials, which in turn affect certain product choices as to how it

could best be designed, conserved, disposed and recycled. The

Packaging for Recycling toolkit follows a prevalent-material approach

in which the first step to self-assess the recyclability of packaging is to

identify its prevalent material.

PACKAGING MATERIALS
• Aluminium

• Glass

• Paper

• Plastic

• Steel

• Wood
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Roadmap

In light of the publication of the EU Circular Economy Action

Plan, EXPRA recognises the need to focus on packaging

design, collection, sorting and recycling infrastructure to

minimise the environmental impact of the combination of

product and packaging. EXPRA is the European umbrella

organisation representing recycling systems that are not for

profit and that are owned by producers that have a legal

obligation to collect and recycle their packaging.

This project was developed by EXPRA's Sustainability and

Packaging Working Group in response to the many requests

from the obliged industry for information and support in

facing the challenges attached to packaging recyclability.

The project’s three main objectives are:

• Raising awareness of recyclability and relevant

guidelines.

• Informing of cutting-edge and innovative packaging

trends.

• Strengthening the links between packaging producers

and recyclers.

Considering the packaging (prevalent) material, and based on

an interactive online questionnaire, this toolkit allows users to

find out how recyclable their packaging is. In so doing, it

facilitates access to best practices and guidelines, across

Europe, on packaging design, labelling, collection systems and

sorting.

The website also includes an overview of Research and

Development (R&D) initiatives currently under development.


